
Members:

SAG LIAISON CALL
May 24, 2016



ÅSAG Liaison Call agenda: 

-Stephanie Barger, Zero Waste Energy

-Pat Turnball, Councils Committee Update

-Eric Teicholz and Bill Conley, SAG/ESUS Update

2



Stephanie Barger 

Founder & Executive Director, USZWBC
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Zero Waste Definition: Zero Waste starts at 90%
Zero Waste is a goal that is ethical, economical, efficient and 

visionary, to guide people in changing their lifestyles and 

practices to emulate sustainable natural cycles, where all 

discarded materials are designed to become resources for 

others to use.  

Zero Waste means designing and managing products and 

processes to systematically avoid and eliminate the volume 

and toxicity of waste and materials, conserve and recover all 

resources, and not burn or bury them. 

Implementing Zero Waste will eliminate all discharges to 

land, water or air that are a threat to planetary, human, animal 

or plant health. 

Source: Zero Waste International Alliance, www.zwia.org/standards.html
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Provide Incentives Before Ban or Mandate

Eliminate Waste by 

Designing Out of 

Products and 

Processes

Foster 

Sustainable and 

Green 

Businesses

Retailers Take Back 

Difficult to Recycle 

Materials

Resource Recovery Park

Producer Responsibility

Expand City Outreach & 

Technical Assistance 

and Lead by Example

Jobs from 

Design & 

Discards

© Copyright Eco-Cycle, 2004 with text modifications by permission.

www.ecocycle.org/zerowaste/zwsystem 

Empowered Consumer

The Zero Waste Economy
Designing a Full-Cycle system ïUpstream and Downstream



Solid Waste =  4.4 lbs/person/day

Recycled = -1.3 lbs/person/day

Net Waste    =  3.1 lbs/person/day

= 1,132 lbs/person/yr
USEPA 2001

ñThrowaway 

Societyò

Photo Credit: Peter Stackpole, Aug 1, 1955 (Getty Images)
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www.storyofstuff.com



Zero Waste & Global Warming

ÅRecycling & composting all 
remaining discards in CA = 
eliminating all auto exhaust in 
CA 

ÅZW should be part of Local, 
State and Business 
Sustainability Plans

Wasteberg

üLandfills are one of the largest sources 
of Greenhouse Gases (GHG)

üMethane is 21 x more potent than CO2

71 Tons Upstream 

per Ton MSW



üTo create a solid foundation that advances the 
integrity and credibility of Zero Waste

üFollows US Green Building Council model

üZero Waste Certified Facilities (follows ZWIA)

üZero Waste Professional Accreditations

ÁZero Waste Business Associate (ZWBA)

ÁZero Waste Business Accredited Professional (ZWB-AP)
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Zero Waste Drivers/Benefits to Businesses

üSaves money

üReduces liability

ü Increases efficiency 

üReduces GHG emissions

üMarketing edge 

üClean energy/Saves 
energy

üάwƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻέ

Reduces Litter to Oceans & Watersheds
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Green Businesses and Jobs
üExpand, attract, and support green businesses

and green collar jobs

üReserve sufficient landfor Zero Waste 
infrastructure: Resource Recovery Parks

üBuy greengoods and services

üRecycling  Industry =Size of Auto Industry

10,000 tons of SW =

Landfill - 1 job

Composting ï4 jobs

Recycling ï10 jobs

Reuse ï75 ï250 jobs

Source: www.ilsr.org



Redesign
Rethink
Reduce
Reuse

Going Beyond 
Recycling
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© 2014 U.S. Zero 
Waste Business Council 
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Good Samaritan Food 

Donation Act ï1996

IRS Tax Deduction

Federal Agencies and 

Contractors required to 

donate food - 2008
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CERTIFIED FACILITIES



Steps to Zero Waste - Scorecard Certification System
Points

80

Overview of Categories & Points

Redesign 4 6

Reduce 7 7

Reuse 7 5

Compost (Re-earth) 7 4

Recycle 3 5

ZW Reporting 4 4

Diversion (Min 90%) 5 3

ZW Purchasing 9 80

Closed Loop System

Innovation

Total Points

Leadership

Training

ZW Analysis

Upstream Management 

Hazardous Waste Prevention

Bronze: 31-37 points   Silver:38-45 points   Gold: 46-63 points   

Platinum 64-80 points

Facility Totals (Pre Certification Estimates)
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Identify Waste

Zero Waste Profiling ςKnow Your Trash

Recipe for Success 7: Use of 5R Concept



12 Market Categories

ÅReuse

ÅPaper

ÅPlant trimmings

ÅPutrescible/food

ÅWood

ÅCeramics

üSoils

üMetals

üGlass

üPolymers

üTextiles

üChemicals

© 2014 U.S. Zero Waste Business Council 

ID most volume, most value and most toxic 
materials to get to Zero Waste
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Generating Sources in any Business
1. Warehousing & Distribution

2. Offices

3. Food Services

4. Grounds

5. Construction

6. Manufacturing

7. Vehicular Maintenance

8. Retail

9. Housing & Hospitality

There are also gas and 
liquid emissions not 
associated with solids.



Industrial Generation Point
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VManufacturing Scrap

V Transportation Packaging 

V Pallets


